A TRIBUTE TO MARK SCHLEFER 
(1 MAY 2014) 


In a few moments we shall be hearing from Lucy King Bicks, Mark and 
Marion's granddaughter — and thereby a fortunate recipient of a considerable 
number of their genes and epigenes. But before that, I wish to say a few words 
about our truly remarkable Lead Gander. 

The Windham World Affairs Council was established in 1961. Prominent 
among the Council's several highly valued free public services to the community, 
has been the presenting each year of perhaps half a dozen public lectures by 
renowned speakers from far and wide. When Mark joined the Council Board in 
the 1990s, he soon recognized that many of our Council's own Board and other 
members also had much to offer, so had the brilliant notion of organizing an 
informal monthly supper club — the Gaggle — open at first only to the Council's 
Board members, soon to the entire Council membership, and subsequently by 
invitation to others in the community — and during each of the events having one 
of us lead a discussion that would be interesting, informative, and inspiring. 

So in 2007 Mark began this experiment in intellectual comaraderie with a 
series of speakers (and himself to date leading the discussion on five occasions), 
thereby setting a demanding example for all of us to emulate. Of course, this 
enriching activity could not have turned into the success it so quickly became 
without Marion's steady behind-the-scenes assistance and support. Indeed, 
through Mark our Gaggle has by now met five dozen or so times, with several of 
the geese among us, in addition to Mark, having also held forth more than once. 
So thank you, Mark and Marion for the past, present, and — yes — future! 


—A.H. Westing/140501 



